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2017 Annual Report 

 

Sagesse empowers individuals, organizations and communities to break the cycle of domestic violence by 

curating environments to heal and lead safe, healthy lives. The literal translation of Sagesse is wisdom. Our 

agency encourages the wisdom to seek help, to support and connect, to share knowledge, to self-reflect, and 

lastly, to mindfully curate space for healing, learning, and growth.  

 

Since its inception, Sagesse has been committed to disrupting the cycle of violence for individuals, organizations 

and communities. Sagesse works closely with many associations, collaborations and collectives across Alberta to 

expand discussions of domestic violence, its impact and how we can work collectively to prevent violence. 

Sagesse has served as the backbone agency for the Calgary Domestic Violence Collective for over 20 years and 

has demonstrated effective, efficient and transparent support to collective impact, vision, activities and 

evaluation. 

 

In 2017, our budget increased by over 19%. This increase allowed us to expand our programming to meet the 

growing needs of our clients and the communities in which we serve. The Statement of Financial Position 

reports assets of $943,476. The Statement of Operations shows a deficit of $4,402 for the year. At the end of the 

year, Sagesse had sufficient cash balances to meet liabilities. 

 

We refer to 2017 as an ‘inspirational year’. We developed two new programs to address the systemic and deep 

rooted causes of domestic violence: Stand By and BElieve in YOU. Our Stand By program aims to educate 

informal supports on how to recognize, respond and refer for domestic violence – it is all about empowering the 

bystander. Our BElieve in YOU peer support program is for women who are facing an increased risk of violence 

and abuse because of their involvement in sex work. BElieve in YOU is about empowering women to achieve 

their goals and create safety. We also built a complete agency evaluation framework and implemented our theory 

of change to disrupt structures of violence within all aspects of society.  

 

This year’s annual report is all about giving thanks. The culmination of our efforts this past year can be distilled 

into this:  

 

Theory of Change 
 

When processes of deconstruction and reconstruction are curated and facilitated, then people, organizations, 

communities and systems are empowered to heal, leverage knowledge, and foster relationships in order to 

disrupt structures of violence. 

 

In 2017, Sagesse employed the following outcomes to ensure a collective and coordinated response to end 

domestic violence: 
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Outcomes That Matter 
 

 

Movement Building Approach to Address Domestic 

Violence is Established Across Alberta  

 74% of partner agencies engage in collective impact 

 89% of partner agencies indicated that their practice is 

enhanced as a result of collaboration 

 

 

Organizations and Communities Approach Domestic 

Violence in Innovative Ways 

 88% of organizations and communities implemented new 

practices as a result of working with Sagesse 

 87% of organizations and communities developed new 

narratives to approaching domestic violence as a result of 

working with Sagesse 

 

 

Individuals Impacted by Domestic Violence have 

Improved Self-Efficacy 

 66% of individuals who have experienced domestic 

violence expressed increased internal capacity to cope 

 83% of individuals who have experienced domestic 

violence reported an increase in reliable and strong 

support 

 

Our Impact

 
 

 



 

3 

 

To those that empowered us … 
 

 

To our volunteers, 
 

Sagesse is especially grateful to all our volunteers who donate their time, talent and passion to empowering 

individuals experiencing domestic violence across Alberta. Over the past year, more than 150 volunteers have 

donated over 5,000 hours to empower individuals, organizations and communities to break the cycle of violence. 

Their generosity has impacted over 700 individuals as part of our mission to break the cycle of violence. 

 

 

To our donors, sponsors, and funders,  

 
Your generous donations, both monetary and in kind, have allowed us to expand and scale our programs to 

create a bigger impact for those affected by violence. You have also allowed for us to grow our team and bring 

on experts that help us reach our goals.  

 

 

 

We give thanks to the following for providing grants in 2017: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And to the many, many others whose endless support is greatly appreciated: 

 

A step toward better health Tanya Chisholm Elizabeth Hucker 

Adventures in Scuba Brian Clute Claire Izcovich 

Allison Acker Judy & Steele Curry Susan Jackson 

Jeff Albert Judy Dandurand Jeff the Handyman 

Maeghan Albiston Barbara Davenport Theresa Jenkins 

Alloy Homes Brenda Davidson Jessica’s Beauty Service 

Amaze Calgary Jessica Dickson Sandra Jones 

Arbonne Discover Scuba Jubilations 

Bridgette Bar Diva Direct Kensington Wine Market 

Calgary Foundation 

Canadian Women’s Foundation 

City of Calgary 

Cohen Foundation 

Edith Cavell Chapter #25 – Order of 

the Eastern Star 

Family and Community Support 

Services 

 

Government of Alberta 

Government of Canada 

Innoweave 

Nickle Family Foundation 

Soroptomist  

United Way of Calgary and Area 

Worwin Foundation 
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Wayne Barkauskas DJD’s Kent of Inglewood 

Brian Beattie Tracy Eriksen Heather Khan 

Rhona Beaumont Evolution Beca Kilpatrick 

Beauty Grams Janay Ferguson Kofi Oteng CoutuKitsch 

Kelly Lee Bennett Fiasco Gelato Jenna Kuhlen 

Joanne Black Field Stone Fruit Wines Lis Kunzi 

Kirstin Blair Mary Flanagan Kim Laybolt 

Blame Betty Flowers at the Market Candace Lind 

Boundary Ranch Michele Forsgren Hali Lind 

Christie Bruce Cory Francis Melanie Lind-Kosten 

Tina Buikema Petra Friede Liz and Lottie 

Melody Bundt Patrizia Giampaolo Eunice Loudon 

Beauty Bus Elaine Gill Loyal Loot 

Erin Butler Jaimie Gillman Mauri Loyer 

Calaway Park Laura Goldsmith Market Collective 

Calgary Farmer’s Market Christine Griffin Linda McCracken 

Calgary Flames Joni Hanen Miclor Financial 

CanWest Productions David Scott Harstron Milkjar Candle Co. 

Mercy Canja Steve Hayward Moksha Yoga Calgary North 

Carriage House Inn Gillian Hazan Cyndy Morin 

Melissa Casey Dale Henshaw Tania Muschanov 

Celestial Healing Janice Huang Margaret Myroon 

Neal’s Yard Remedies Sakihta Aromatherapy Maria Tsoukalas 

NextGen Services Andrea Silverstone D. Warthe 

Notable Brahm Silverstone WestGen Services 

Of Quartz Interiors Graeme Sinclair Westjet 

Aleksi Olcheski Step Forward Partners Elaine Williams 

Eseoghene Omatsone Sharla Stoffman Tammy Wright 

PARK Sam & Ida Switzer Emma Wylde 

Eric Pianarosa Lee Tasker Ivan Zendel 

Esther Plucer Telus SPARK Megan Zybutz 

Plume Science The Athlete Factory YYC Cycle 

Power of 3 The Dragonfly Wellness  

RnR Wellness Spa The flying squirrel  

Natalie Rich Theatre Calgary  

Robinson Mobile Massage Lindsay Thomas  

Rocky Mountain Soap Company Melanie Trossman  

 

 

 

 

Thank you! 


